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April 13, 2018 

We the undersigned, as local public health officials, work every day to maintain and improve the 

health, safety, and overall well-being of the populations we serve. Following the deaths of over 33 

U.S. residents from mass shootings in November 2017 alone, we join with hundreds of other 

medical, scientific, educational, and governmental organizations in recognizing gun violence as a 

public health crisis across the country.  

Gun violence is an epidemic that kills an average of 33,000 Americans prematurely each year.1  

● America’s gun homicide rate is more than 19 times the average of other high-income 

countries.2 

● In states with more firearms, people of all ages are more likely to be victims of homicide.3 

● Homicide is the second leading cause of death among American youth. 83% of those youth 

homicides involved a firearm.4 

● Firearms are involved in 46% of youth suicides in the U.S5.; approximately 1/3 of those 

suicides occurred the same day as a crisis such as an argument with a parent or a break-up.6 

● In 2016, there were 384 mass shootings in the U.S., and 2199 accidental shootings.7 

● In 2017, we saw the deadliest mass shooting in recent U.S. history in Las Vegas, NV, leaving 

59 dead and 441 more injured.8 

 

We believe that a public health approach to gun violence is needed to address and dramatically 

reduce the number of incidents, injuries, and deaths involving guns that occur in the U.S. each year. 

Public health approaches have proven successful in reducing motor vehicle deaths and deaths due to 

                                                             
1 Centers for Disease Control, Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System 
2 “Homicide, suicide, and unintentional firearm fatality: comparing the United States with other high-income countries, 
2003. Journal of Trauma, Jan 2011. 
3 “Household firearm ownership levels and homicide rates across U.S. regions and states, 1988-1997.” American Journal 
of Public Health, 2002. 
4 Centers for Disease Control, Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System 
5 Centers for Disease Control, Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System 
6 Suicide Prevention Resource Center & Harvard Injury Control Research Center, 2002 
7 www.gunviolencearchive.org 
8 www.massshootingtracker.org 
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smoking, by defining and monitoring the problem, identifying the risk factors, developing preventive 

strategies and measures, and ensuring widespread adoption of those measures. 

 

1. We support and call for federal funding to allow the Centers for Disease Control to research 

the causes and effects of gun violence in the U.S. 

2. We support the expansion and improvement of the surveillance of gun violence by the 

National Violent Death Reporting System in the United States in order to get a more 

complete picture of the problem. 

3. To address some of the underlying factors that can contribute to gun violence, we support the 

expansion of access to mental health programs, violence prevention programs, and gun safety 

education. This access must be expanded in our schools, our workplaces, and our 

communities.  

4. We support a requirement that manufacturers update and expand safety measures such as 

child-lock technology as well as invest in the development of new technology to prevent 

unauthorized gun access and misuse.  

5. We support policies that restrict/prohibit the sale of firearms to “high-risk” persons who may 

be more likely to misuse a gun. 

6. We support universal background checks for all those looking to purchase a gun, regardless 

of whether at a fixed retail outlet, gun show, or over the internet. The current exemptions 

give felons, the mentally ill, and others prohibited from owning firearms access to weapons.  

7. We support reinstating the federal ban on assault weapons and high-capacity ammunition 

magazines. This limits access to weapons with the highest potential for misuse while 

preserving the rights of hunters and those who keep firearms for other sporting or self-

defense purposes. 

 

It is important to recognize that gun violence is not inevitable. Just as aviation safety regulations 

make air travel safer for everyone, common-sense measures to prevent gun violence make 

communities safer for everyone.  

 

We urge our fellow local health practitioners, our elected officials at all levels of government, and 

the public at large to speak up and demand reasonable action to protect our communities from this 

preventable crisis. We owe our children and each other a society that better addresses the challenges 

of gun safety, mental health, and violence prevention. 
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Sincerely, 

Peabody Board of Health 

Bernard Horowitz, Chairman 

Leigh Ann Mansberger, M.D., Member 

Thomas J. Durkin III, Member 

Sharon Cameron, Director of Health 

 

Gloucester Board of Health 

Rich Sagall, M.D., Chairman 

Karin M. Carroll, MPH, Public Health Director  

 

Essex Board of Health 

Dr. David Driscoll, Chairman 

Allison Papps, Member 

Dr. Fares Mouchantof, Member 

Erin Kirchner, Administrator 

 

Saugus Board of Health 

William Heffernan, Chairman 

David Greenbaum, Director of Public Health 

 

Hamilton Board of Health 

David B. Smith, Chairman 

Giselle K. Perez, PhD, Member 

Walter A. Row III, Member 

Leslie Whelan, RS, Health Agent 

 

Pamela Ciccone, RN, BSN 

Public Health Nurse (Retired) 

Manchester by the Sea 

 

Salem Board of Health 

Paul Kirby, Chairman 

Kerry Murphy, Member 

Dr. Jeremy Schiller, Member 

Mary Lauby, Member 

Geraldine Yuhas, Member 

Larry Ramdin, MPH, Health Agent 
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Swampscott Board of Health 

Marianne Hartmann, RN, Chairperson 

Alison Oxton, Member 

Emily Cilley, Member 

 

Rockport Board of Health 

Sydney Wedmore, M.D, Chairman 

Sydney Jimenez, M.D, Member 

Bruce Cohen, Ph.D, Member 

Elizabeth Murphy, Member 

Leslie Whelan, RS, Health Agent 

 

Topsfield Board of Health, 

Sheryl Knutsen, RN, Chairperson 

Gerry Topping, PE, Member 

Vince Guerra, MD, Member 

Tom Mannetta, CE, Member 

John Coulon, RS, EMT, Agent 

 

Danvers Board of Health 

Thomas J. McLaughlin, M.D., Chairman 

Edmund Kowalski, Member 

Dutrochet Djoko, PharmD., MSc., RPh, Member 

Peter M. Mirandi, Director of Health and Veterans’ Services 

 

Marblehead Board of Health 

Michelle Gottlieb, Chairperson 

Dr. Todd Belfbecker, Member 

Helaine R. Hazlett, Member 

Andrew H. Petty, Director of Public Health 

 

Winchester Health Department 

Jennifer Murphy, MPH, Director of Public Health 

Kathy Whittaker, RN, Public Health Nurse 

 

Medford Board of Health 

David Pladziewicz MD, Chairperson 

David Menon MD, Member 

Kathleen Charbonnier RN, Member 

MaryAnn O’Connor, Director of Public Health 
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Berkshire County Boards of Health Association  

Gina Armstrong, President, BCBOHA and Director of Public Health, Pittsfield 

Scott McFarland, Vice President, BCBOHA and Agent, Town of New Marlborough 

Bruce Shepley, Secretary/Treasurer, BCBOHA and Adams Board of Health 

Gale LaBelle, Member at Large, BCBOHA and Chair, Becket Board of Health 

David Rhoads, Member at Large, BCBOHA and Adams Board of Health 

Juliette Haas, Member at Large, BCBOHA and Director, Egremont Board of Health 

Laura Kittross, Director, Berkshire County Boards of Health Association 

 

Wakefield Board of Health 

Laurel Gourville, RN, NP, Chairperson 

Elaine Silva, RN, Member 

Alison Mehlmann, Member 

Ruth L. Clay, MPH  Health Director 

Melrose Board of Health 

Maurine Garipay, RN Chairperson 

Joe DiPietro Psy.D. 

Frank Brincheiro, MD 

Ruth L. Clay, MPH  Health Director 

 

Bedford Board of Health 

Anita Raj, Chair 

Mary Seymour, Vice Chair 

Beatrice Brunkhorst, Member 

Ann Kiessling, Member 

Sarah Thompson, Member 

Heidi Porter, Director of Public Health 

 

 

 

 

 


